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It’s simply fun! 

Manfred Baldauf and his wife first saw the 
RAS XL-Center at the DACH+HOLZ 
(Roof+Wood) show and immediately fell in 
love with the machine. The roofing and tin-
smith company from Doren (Austria) works 
on both residential housing construction 
and with commercial developers and build-
ers. The capability to form unique and unu-
sual facades has most impressed Manfred 
Baldauf and the RAS XL-Center can bend 
exactly these profiles with whimsical 
shapes, radii and hems. 

Manfred Baldauf emphasized that his work is 
his hobby, and must therefore, on top of being 
lucrative, also be fun. 

 

Complicated or tricky parts 
that would be rejected by 
other fabricators provide 
him instead with a satisfy-
ing challenge. But to meet 
the demand of the espe-
cially complex parts, he 
needed a machine with 
which he could realize his 
ideas. "The XL Center 
with its free range of 300 
degrees before the beams 
simply offers more bend-
ing possibilities than a tra-
ditional folding machine," 
explains Manfred Baldauf. 
So the XL Center re-
mained on his mind, 
though he already owned 
a 3-meter shear and a 
CNC bending machine in 
his 10-man business. 

When the XL Center was installed in May 
2014, the entire Baldauf team looked forward 
to increased flexibility. It quickly became ap-
parent that the gain was even larger than ini-
tially expected. 

 

Manfred began drawing trapezoidal profiles 
with nearly any angle. He also developed a 
step-by-step method for bending large radii as 
well. "To bend wave-like profiles theoretically 
also works on a conventional machine. At 40-
50 steps however, mistakes can easily occur 
and the part gets damaged," he explains. In 
addition, the workload builds up in the morning 
hours. Production must be fast, so that em-
ployees can still arrive early at the construction 
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site. Time to try and puzzling around does not 
remain. Therefore, it is helpful to simply select 
a program and to produce a tailor-bending 
part. While the machine automatically bends 
the profile, the employee can already take care 
of the next cut. 

 

These expectations were completely fulfilled by 
the XL Center. Besides automatically pro-
gramming new hastily sketched parts through 
the advanced Bendex-Software, the control 
quickly recalls recurring special profiles from 
the program archive. With this capability, pro-
files can be stored under program folders of 
individual building projects. If, after time, dam-
ages to the roof or the facade arise, the origi-
nal profile can be reproduced without much 
trouble. Organization in the development stage 
consequently also helps in the future. 

 

For the employees at Baldauf, real excitement 
on the XL Center is felt when creating metal 
joints between corrugated panels for complete 
protection from the elements. For these types 
of shapes, Manfred Baldauf has created bend-
ing programs for all common corrugated ge-
ometries and can quickly bend shapes that ex-
actly conform to the contour of the required 
profile. "It was a lot of work to adapt to the be-
havior of the different materials and lengths on 
the new bending technology. But with the 
stored material tables in the control, we can 

now run fast and high-quality corrugated 
sheets," says Manfred Baldauf. 

 

The tinsmith Baldauf often collaborates with 
architects throughout Vorarlberg (Austria), but 
has also partnered with projects in Switzerland, 
Germany and Luxembourg. On several pro-
jects with renowned architects, the specialist 
company was able to introduce some creative-
ly advanced facade design. Besides the typical 
connection profiles, Baldauf has made a name 
for themselves by creating even the most de-
manding facades. "In case of special trapezoi-
dal profiles the architects come up with the 
craziest ideas and it is a pleasure to implement 
the drawn contours in metal," says Manfred 
Baldauf. 

 

Compared to roll-formed profiles, the XL Cen-
ter provides much greater design freedom. 
This advantage is also evident in building ren-
ovations and repairs, when special profiles 
have to be replaced. 

Those who solely work with standard profiles 
must usually also incorporate filling pieces in 
the facade, as the total area rarely runs exactly 
with the grid set by the profile. However, this 
visibly affects the “rhythm” of the facade. The 
facade appears much more beautiful and har-
monious if you are able to imperceptibly adjust 
keystone dimensions and thereby waive the 
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adapters. This workmanship pleases both ar-
chitects and builders. As a result, the tinsmith 
Baldauf has built a large, but also demanding 
clientele to which even international sports 
stars and other celebrities from the Lake Con-
stance area belong. 

 

The XL Center bends both positive and nega-
tive, and therefore makes rotating the bent 
parts redundant. Depending on the number of 
direction changes in a profile, Manfred Baldauf 
estimates the time gained with the XL Center 
at 30% to 50% compared to a conventional 
controlled folding machine; in addition, the pro-
file can even be produced with the classic 
method. The profiles scheduled to be bent on 
the machine are organized by the operators in 
a job list and can be bend in this manner with-
out stopping the machine. Through their newly-
gained speed, the employees are often already 
on their way to the construction sites before 
the onset of morning rush-hour traffic. 

 

Baldauf relies on machines in 3-meter length. 
This meets all the tinsmith’s business require-
ments, but also eases the transport to and at 
the construction site. Most often, the easy-to-
handle parts are moved by a single person 
much more efficiently. With Baldauf, the follow-
ing principle applies: The employee, who 
measures the profile on the site, also produces 
it in the workshop and assembles it on-site. 

Therefore, every employee is responsible for 
his work from A-Z. When long spans are re-
quired on roofs and walls, the XL Center taper 
function is very helpful. The results are abso-
lutely perfect, insertable profiles with easily 
sealed joints. 

 

With modern technology, as provided by the 
RAS XL-Center, the tinsmith Baldauf has also 
become an attractive and sought-after employ-
er. The Baldauf apprentices have already 
earned notable successes in state and federal 
competitions. Markus Geist is even participat-
ing in the IFD World Championship 2016 in 
Warsaw. Tinsmith Manfred Baldauf is proud to 
share his knowledge and experience with the 
motivated young professionals. 
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